Greetings in “The Wonderful Name of JESUS” * 
 

Note: I have highlighted the abbreviated version

 

After over 30 years as an Investment Advisor I have, as of the first of April, retired. That’s the good news! When I relinquished ownership of AMG Brand/Russell, Inc. to our capable son, Todd, and devoted associates, I unfortunately had to give up my Executive Assistant Jennifer. That’s the bad news! 

 

So, I now have even more time to devote to Jesus Name Project ---- and do I ever need it. For example, it just took me 7 minutes to type that first paragraph.  Unless my 10 year old Hewlett-Packard 12C has also retired, it has just confirmed that I am producing this Newsletter at the blinding speed of about 14 words per minute. By the time I finish, its contents may no longer be NEWS.  Please pray that God will have mercy on me and send a volunteer Executive Assistant to help.  

 

In addition to being slow, I have also been largely AWOL. Through the first several months of the year I have had more “distractions” from our Jesus Name Project assignment than in any comparable period. For example:

        Vicki and I spent the first 2 weeks of the year in Houston for the birth of our second grandson, Trace BRYAN Mealer.

        Trace’s parents, Matt and our daughter Marti, received God’s call to move to Missouri and invest their potent spiritual gifts as Jesus Name Project volunteers. So, we devoted another couple of weeks to their relocation and employment search.

        Then I spent the balance of Q1’04 working with Attorneys and CPA’s to finalize the sale of our business.

       And, much of the last few weeks has been devoted to establishing the new and, but for the inefficient clerical help (me), improved Jesus Name Project office. Please note our new contact information in the signature block below.
                                                      

So, after nearly 5 months of non-stop competition for my time (I did find time for an occasional horseback ride), you might think Jesus Name Project would be on the ropes. Actually, the opposite is true --- PTL! 

 

Please let me explain. Recently, a friend and I spent a Friday night at his farm just outside Rolla. On Saturday morning after we’d polished off some bacon, eggs, gravy, biscuits, peanut butter & jelly, he asked me how things were going at Jesus Name Project. After my litany of confessions about my recent lack of attention to my assignment from Heaven, I began listing a few of the good things that were happening. As the list began growing I was reminded that Jesus Name Project really is a “God thing” and how He has repeatedly demonstrated His personal involvement, even/especially during my recent ministry hiatus.

 

We estimate that well over 1,000,000 folks per day see the wonderful name of Jesus on Jesus billboards, yard signs, banners, window stickers and Jesus name gospel tracts. We also know that only a bazillionth of the impact will be revealed to us before Heaven --- this is a faith ministry! However, here are a few of the wonderful things that have happened over the last few months, for which all Glory goes to God:

 

        Thanks to Todd’s cooperative and understanding spirit in taking over our family business, I am now in position to devote much more of my time, energy and resources to things eternal than ever in my life.

        For over 2 years I have had a passion to develop a working relationship between Catholic Christians and Jesus Name Project and to find ways to help meet the spiritual needs of the homeless. Recently I was having lunch with one of my dear friends who is Catholic, and who heads up a ministry to provide food and clothing to the homeless via a cooperative venture between his West County Parrish and other Catholic churches in the St Louis inner city.  As we talked, he explained the adequacy of food and clothing (except socks and underwear) for their ministry. He said that because most of their participants are not Catholic and do not attend Mass, he needed something with the written Gospel to distribute with the food and clothing. I gave him a copy of our Jesus Name Project Gospel tracts, he approved, the priest in charge approved, and we provided the first 1,000 tracts which they are now distributing.

        A major protestant ministry to the homeless in St Louis heard about this idea and we have now given them 1,000 Jesus tracts also. Jesus wants to feed the hungry both physically and spiritually and is using cooperating Christians aCROSS many denominations .    

        Speaking of which, a local Lutheran church has distributed 500 Jesus yard signs. That church also was the site of an evangelism conference. A pastor from Louisiana came and caught the Jesus Name Project vision and imported it to his community and beyond.

        A mother preparing food for a minister’s conference heard us talk about Jesus Name Project and was led to send several boxes of Jesus tracts for distribution in Iraq via her son who is in the Army Chaplain’s Corp. 

        The St Louis Metro Baptist Association is asking its member Churches to distribute and display Jesus yard signs throughout the metro area starting on or about September 11th , and in conjunction with this year’s Presidential election. We expect at least 50 churches will participate on a single Sunday. Encouraging one’s neighbors to choose the right president is important, but helping them choose the right KING is crucial for more than the next four years. 

        Charitable contributions during this period have exceeded any similar period by far. Three major contributors, all unrelated, each sent the largest gifts we have ever received. 

        A man who 20 years ago I had introduced to the investment business, called one day and said the Lord had inspired him and his wife to make an impact for Jesus on the inner city of St Louis. Thanks to their spiritual sensitivity and financial generosity, we now have a contract with Viacom to place 36 Jesus billboards in the inner city, at 3 per month, for one year. This campaign started in April. 

        Five Missouri Baptist Convention associations have decided to sponsor association wide Jesus Name activities this fall. Incidentally, Jesus Name Project is not affiliated with any denomination, but our ministry seems to attract a broad scope of believers. In fact, the 3 major financial contributors mentioned above are members of the Methodist, Catholic & Assemblies of God churches. Jesus is able to leap over tall denominational buildings.

       We are continuing to receive invitations to speak at churches, pastor’s conferences, associational events, mayor’s prayer breakfasts, etc. The harvest this summer and fall will be a flood of Jesus Name Sundays & Weekends. We hope soon to hold our first area-wide Jesus Name Crusade. 
       Increasingly, large percentages of congregations are responding to the invitation to commit themselves individually to personal soulwinning.

        One of the best pieces of news coverage we’ve ever had was featured in the winter/spring ’04 issue of the “Sharper Magazine”  (www.sharpermag.com). The front cover boldly announced the JESUS Name story inside. We were honored to be in the same magazine with the likes of John Hagee, Dr Fred Price, Joyce Meyer, Bishop Charles E. Blake, etc. Of course they should also be honored to be featured with the wonderful name of JESUS.   

        We are now blessed with multiple teams for Jesus Name Sundays/Weekends. We can easily provide 2 teams on a given Sunday, and could probably handle 3 when needed. We expect that supply will increase markedly in the coming months to meet demand.

        A number of churches loaded up on Jesus tracts and distributed them at theaters after The Passion of the Christ movie. We have just received our 3rd order of 12,000 new Jesus name gospel tracts.

        A recent trip to the “Enchanted Circle” ( Red River, Angel Fire, Questa & Taos, New Mexico) provided the opportunity to introduce Jesus Name Project to local pastors. They are now praying about hosting a Jesus Name Crusade in New Mexico.  

        We just learned this morning that via a cooperative effort between New Life Evangelist Center and Judy Boen with the St Louis Christian Family Day organization, 3000 inner city children will be treated to a picnic, a host of fun activities and a free Jesus Name Gospel Tract. 

 

We have new plans aplenty, but will tell you more about those later. Our website is being updated again this week. If you have not looked at it lately I’d encourage you to drop in at www.jesusnameproject.org.  Also, please pass this along to others who may find it of interest.

 

Lastly, if your church or business would like to serve as an Authorized Distribution Partner (ADP), please call me directly. Jesus Name Project resources may now be picked up at the following locations----please call ahead!

1) St. Louis Metro Assoc. 10360 Old Olive St. Louis, Mo. 63141        314-569-1190

2) Oak Hill Baptist Church, 3166 Pershall Rd. St. Louis, Mo 63136    314-524-1541 

3) Salem Baptist Church, 19715 Old Jamestown Rd. Florissant, Mo 63034     314-921-5507 

4) Solid Rock Kaffee 129 S. Central Eureka, MO 63025                    636-938-1175

 

In Jesus’ name,

 

     Bryan Brand

     Jesus Name Project, Inc.

     P.O. Box 100

     Chesterfield (St. Louis), Missouri  63006

     314-249-4343

     bbrand@jesusnameproject.org

      www.jesusnameproject.org
 

* “The Wonderful Name of Jesus” Book (on tape too) is available at www.kenyon.org . It was written by Dr. E. W. Kenyon, and I think it is the best book, except the Bible, on the subject.

   

